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What is a charter school? 

Charter schools are individually managed and are not 
affiliated with or accountable to other school systems, 
although they must adhere to the same standards as 
traditional public schools. This allows charter schools, like 
Endeavor, flexibility in curriculum, design, budget 
allocation, and delivery.  

Charter school funding is the same per student allotment the 
child would have received in their base school; however, 
regular public schools do not pay for their facility and 
charter school do. 

 

Charter schools ARE public schools. 
 

ECS is not a part of the Wake County School System and does 
not follow its policies, calendar, weather decisions, or 
procedures. 
 



Welcome to the Home of the Pride! 

      You have joined an exceptional community!  

 

• 1,400 applicants for the 2015-2016 school year 

• 513 students enrolled in grades K-8 

• Honors School of Excellence for the 2008-2009, 
2009-2010, 2010-2011, and 2011-2012 school 
years (The state has discontinued this 
designation.) 

• Earned an A rating according to the new 
evaluation scale for 2013-2014 

 

 



ECS History 

• 7 years old- opened July 28, 2008 in Raleigh 

• July 30, 2014 opened in permanent Wake 
Forest location 

• Our focuses:·  

 1.  hands-on, experiential learning 

 2.  fine arts- drama, art, music, Spanish 

 3.  public speaking 

    4.  service learning 

• “We learn by doing” – Aristotle  

 



School Organization 

• State and federal laws and testing requirements 
including EOG and EOC tests 
 

• DPI Office of Charter School 
 

• Board of Directors (meetings are open to the public) 
 

• Foundation 
 

• Administration 
 

• Staff 

 



Grade Level Halls 
The yellow hall is for K-2 and EC office. 
• K-1st grade students remain in self-contained classes  
• 2nd grade stay in homeroom groups for some subjects 

and change classes for some subjects 
 

The orange hall is for grades 3-5. 
• 3rd -5th graders travel between three teachers for 

classes in reading and writing, science and social 
studies, and math 
 

The green hall is for grades 6-8 and Spanish. 
• 6th -8th graders travel between three teachers for 

classes in reading and writing, science and social 
studies, and math 



Fine Arts 
The blue hall is the home of Drama, Visual Art, and Music. 
• Students in grades K-4 participate in classes in Drama, Visual Art, 

Music, and Spanish each week. 

• Students in grades 5 thru 8 participate in electives. 
 

Annual Events: 

• Band concerts in fall and spring 

• Spring play or musical 

• School-wide Art Show 

• Performances at some grade levels 
 

Cultural Arts Committee: 

• A part of PAWS 

• Seeks professional artists to perform at ECS throughout the school 
year 

• Support the fine arts teachers in many ways 

 

 



What is “hands-on” learning? 

Teachers at Endeavor seek a variety of ways to get 
students involved in their learning. 

• Using manipulatives 

• Seeking solutions themselves 

• Collaboration 

• Movement 

• Field trips (no siblings) 

• Cultural arts events 

• Service opportunities 



Attendance 

•Crucial for success! 
•Sign in if tardy 
•Doors open at 8:10 
•Check out prior to 2:45 
•Carpool ends by 3:45 
•12:00 equals half day for attendance 
•Impacts funding 
•Before school care is available through 
Enrichment 



Dress Code 

• There is no uniform at Endeavor. 

 

• The student dress code is based on ensuring 
students are dressed to participate fully and 
comfortably in all school activities. 

 

• Shoes must have a back strap.  No flip flops or similar 
shoes! 

 

• See the student handbook for more detail. 

 



Communication 
From ECS: 
• Weekly email blast 
• Monthly PAWS newsletter 
• Tuesday folders (youngest child) 
• Website – teacher page and general school information 
• Teacher emails 
• Board emails 
• Fundraising emails 

 
From you: 
• Notes about absences 
• Changes in contact information 
• Concerns and compliments 



Enrichment 

Before-school care is available on all school days 
other than when ECS experiences a weather 
delay. 

After-school classes are available Monday 
through Thursday for most of each quarter.  A 
full calendar of enrichment days and course 
descriptions is available on the ECS website. 

All enrichment programs are fee based optional 
opportunities for ECS students. 



Volunteers 

• Sign-in ALWAYS 
• Lunch/recess 
• Field trips 
• Special in-school events 
• PAWS, Boosters, Board of Directors, Foundation 
The teachers are able to take a lunch break, take the 
class on field trips, and plan more hands-on, 
experiential activities thanks to the generous 
volunteers who are part of our school community.   
 
We must have your support to maintain our level of 
excellence! 



PAWS – Our PTA 
How do we raise funds? 
• Café Days-  On scheduled days each quarter, families may choose to 

purchase lunch for their child rather than pack a lunch. Vendors will 
be selected from the local business community. Past vendors have 
included Papa John’s and Moe’s. Families order for the entire 
quarter. 
 

• Financial: Yearbook, school pictures, Push the Envelope, book fair 
 

• Passive: Terracycle, Schoola, Box Tops, linking grocery store cards 
 

How do we use the funds: 
• Support: cultural arts, teacher grants, field trip stipend 

 

PAWS will also seek volunteers for many activities they coordinate for 
our school such as: café days, teacher hospitality, and building 
repairs. 

 

Carpool arrangement support 
 



Boosters 

What is the Boosters program? 
• Competitive sports for students in grades 7-8 (sometimes grade 6) 

including boys and girls basketball, soccer, cross country, tennis, and boys 
baseball 

• Intramurals for students in grades 4-8 
• No-cut athletic program 
 
How do we raise funds? 
• ECS hosts the Boosterthon event each spring. This fundraiser is also a 

weeklong school spirit and character based event which culminates in a 
fun run for students in grades K-5 and a color run for students in grades 6-
8. 

• All Endeavor families are invited to join the Boosters  and support the 
sports program at the beginning of each school year. 
 

How do we use funds? 
• Fees are used to pay for uniforms, coaches salaries, and field rentals for 

sports not hosted on our campus. 
 
 

http://mail.aol.com/36081-111/aol-6/en-us/mail/get-attachment.aspx?uid=30219544&folder=OldMail&partId=3
http://mail.aol.com/36081-111/aol-6/en-us/mail/get-attachment.aspx?uid=30219544&folder=OldMail&partId=3


ECS Foundation 

The ECS Foundation is a non-profit organization which owns the 
school facility. 

 
• By law, NC charter schools may not own land. 

 

• The Foundation will continue to oversee the financial and physical aspects 
of maintenance of the home for the Pride and any future construction 
decisions. 

 

• The school pays rent to the Foundation which is used for maintenance and 
to pay the mortgage. 



Lunch 
• No trash lunch Pack a no-waste lunch for school with these tips: 

– Use a lunch box or reusable sack. 
– Pack a cloth napkin and reusable utensils. 
– Put food in reusable food and drink containers. 

• Students may not bring sodas.  
• Parent volunteers will watch the classes during their 30 minutes of lunch 

and 30 minutes of recess. There is no cafeteria, so all students will need to 
bring a healthy lunch from home.  

• Students in all grade levels will also have either a morning or afternoon 
snack break. All students may bring an extra water bottle and a healthy 
snack for this time. 

• When volunteering for lunch duty, ask the teacher for his/her lunch and 
bathroom expectations.  Students benefit from consistency! 

• Parent volunteers may bring a sibling to lunch duty as long as caring for 
the sibling does not detract from caring for the students. 

• Café Days (hot lunches) are available for purchase prior to each quarter 
through an on-line ordering system. 

• Proposed kindergarten lunch/recess time: 12:55 – 1:55 with a morning 
snack time.   



Recess 

• 1st -8th grade students are supervised by Mr. Burt and the parent 
volunteers on the fenced playground 

• Organized activities 
• Grades 1-8 will share their playground time with one other grade 
• K will not share the playground with another grade. They will be 

supervised by parent volunteers and also the teaching assistants. 
They will also sometimes play on the small playground. 

• When on recess duty, spread out and watch! 
• Do not let students go outside of the fence after balls, climb fences 

or shelters, damage trees, or engage in any behavior you would not 
want aimed at your child. 

• Bring the class first aid bag outside with you. 
• Send boo-boos into the office with a helper unless it is serious.  

Serious injuries require staff attention. 
 
 



Carpool 
Morning carpool: 
• Plan to arrive on campus between 8:10 and 8:40.   
• Assume there will be a delay and plan accordingly. 
• Drive to the front sidewalk and pull as far forward as possible. 
• Be sure that students have all materials packed and are ready to exit the car quickly and independently. 
• Practice unbuckling, opening the car door, and getting out of the car over the summer. 

Afternoon carpool : 
• begins at 3:15 and ends at approximately 3:45 
• We encourage carpools!  When you participate in a carpool, one name will be given to the group. 
• You will be given two carpool tags at the beginning of the year.  Display one until your child is in the car. 
• Before school begins, prepare younger students for entering and exiting the car unassisted. 
• Enter the property and display your tag immediately.  Writers will record all carpool names in their order of arrival. 
• Remain in your order!  Names are displayed in the correct order on the screen in each classroom.  This tells the students when to 

leave the classroom and at which sidewalk cone to wait. 
• Changing lanes, passing cars, or parking after your names is written will mean that your child will not be on the sidewalk when 

you arrive. 
• Parents should not get out of the car to open the door or buckle the child.  Practice those things now! 
• Pull to the left at the stop sign and circle back around if your child is not on the sidewalk when you arrive.  The staff on the 

sidewalk are not able to recall students. 
• If your child has a difficult time with this process, please speak with the classroom teacher. 
• Inform any substitute drivers of ALL carpool procedures. 
• Be kind! 

Safety first! 
• No cell phones while cars are in motion!   
• No loading from back of car.  If bags must be placed in the trunk, the parent must exit the car and load.  Students are not allowed 

between cars. 
• No loading behind school or anywhere except official line. (sports exception) 
• Put your car in PARK  when in the carpool line.  Don’t  just keep your foot on the brake pedal. 
• KEEP BATTERY ALIVE IN LINE!  (We will not be able to push you aside or jump start your car.) 
 



To Do List 
Before school starts: 
• Have doctor complete immunization form 
• Have doctor complete form for any medicines to be administered on campus 
• Move student car seats to the passenger side of the car. 
• Practice entering and exiting the car with a backpack independently 
• Practice opening and closing lunch containers 
• Be sure students are able to independently manage all clothing fasteners and all 

other aspects of bathroom hygiene. 
 

Once school begins: 
• Emergency contact form (please update as anything changes) 
• Device usage form 
• Permission to photograph 
• Teacher forms 
• Background check (to be able to volunteer) 
• Drivers form (prior to first field trip you plan to chaperone) 
• Proof of car insurance (prior to first field trip you plan to chaperone) 
• Driver’s license (prior to first field trip you plan to chaperone) 

 
 
 



Over the summer… 

• Read and talk about books! 
• Write something! 
• Identify letters, colors, numbers, and basic 

shapes. 
• Write your name. 
• Talk about the characters in books, TV shows, and 

movies. 
• Practice being independent in the bathroom, 

washing hands, carrying own belongings, using a 
napkin, and getting in and out of the car 
independently. 
 

 



For more information… 

 

Maija McAdams 
mmcadams@endeavorcharter.com 

 

Jodi Sheldon 

 jodiclsheldon@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:mmcadams@endeavorcharter.com
mailto:jodiclsheldon@yahoo.com

