
Common Grounds 8/12/2015 Minutes 
 
 
� Introductions Susan White 
Round of applause for Mrs. Whiteside’s promotion 
Introduction of all by name and position 

 
� Administration Christi Whiteside: How do we endeavor? 

I. MORNING MEETING: 
To learn skills (ex. Tallying, counting by tens) to build community 

  Lower elementary-greet each other, sharing 
  Upper elementary-less sharing, more team building 

Middle school-groups rotate through teachers’ topics and activities. On Fridays, 
middle schoolers participate in clubs. 

  How you can help: send a teacher a note and ask how you can help. 
  
 II.        PUBLIC SPEAKING: 
  To communicate and work with others effectively 
  To form and support opinions 
  To convey learning 
  Younger students—morning meeting, groups, presentations 
  Older—performances, announcements, play debate, grad speakers 
  You can help by supporting Push the Envelope campaign for needs in this area. 
  
 III.       SERVICE:  
  To help others, to show it is okay to need help, and to give selflessly. 
   K-2: within our ECS community 
   3-5: within Wake Forest 
   6-8: within Wake County 

How you can help: Be on the lookout for service opportunities for our students, 
and chaperone off-site opportunities. 

 
 IV.       SPECIAL EVENTS: 
  Cultural Arts Events 
  Day of …(Math, Social Studies)—focus on particular area 
  Concerts—band tripled in size this year.  Beginning and advanced band is offered. 
  Performances 

Pep rallies—parents not invited! A time for kids to celebrate their academic 
growth, work, accomplishments, service, kindness to one another. Students earn 
tags they collect for various things and in eighth grade will wear the tags at 
graduation. 



 
 

 V.        NEW THIS YEAR 
Competitions—had paper airplane competition (leveled playing field for students 
with different abilities, sixth graders won); this year each hallway is working on 
competitions, will have cross grade-level competitions. 

  Day of Social Studies and Day of Math 
  Friday the 13th—we have two, they will be freaky Fridays (surprise) 
 
 VI.       EDUCATION TODAY 

History of education, change in employer expectations, job requirements 
changing, higher education needed 
We ask kids to cooperate, collaborate, problem-solve.  We do this to be able to 
succeed later in life, find creative ways to do different things, work with peers 
they like and don’t like.  

 
 VII.     THANK YOU!!! 
  For choosing Endeavor! 
  We cannot do what we do without your support. 
  We value that you believe in us and the time you devote to us. 

We appreciate your feedback—when things are going well, let us know, and let us 
know when things are going bad. 

 
VIII.    REPORT CARDS Carolyn Southard 

Paper report cards given at end of each quarter except K. K issues report cards at 
end of 2nd, 3rd, 4th quarters. Report cards have info about child’s progress during 
quarter and teacher comments. Parent-teacher conferences offered.  Once in 3rd 
grade, grades can be accessed online through HOMEBASE (also called 
Powerschool or NC-Ed Cloud)—your main resource for current grades, 
attendance, teacher comments in grades 3-8; Teachers update every two weeks. 

   Click on HOMEBASE on ECS website, sign in 
Click on teacher’s name or grade to get details about assignments (may be 
comments, grade weight) 
You can have HOMEBASE email you notifications—you pick how often 
you want to get an update on your child’s grades; **Be sure to hit submit 

 
� KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION (Dina Rafferty)  
 Thank you to parents for supplies and volunteering!  

In classroom: working on getting familiar with school (carpool going well for 
kindergarteners); learning class routines and procedures (what to do when, learning to 
raise their hands), learning classmates’ and teachers’ names (songs, modeling names) 
How to help at home: develop a routine (consistent bed time, location of backpack, 
homework spot for supplies), work on becoming more independent (putting on jackets, 
getting in and out of cars/car seats); READ daily with your child (second quarter “Book 
in a Bag” for child to read to you based on their reading level) and model reading. 

 Homework starts in September—monthly calendar, due at end of month. 



 
� FINE ARTS TEAM 
 K-4: 45 min once a week  

 5-6: more variety of courses; two semester-long electives 
 7-8: choose electives, meet four days a week rather than two 
 Students in k-4 will have two performances 
 5 and 6—mini musical elective and band 
 7-8—big annual spring production (musical)-surprise 
 Band program concerts in Dec and Spring  
 Blog will be updated with videos, etc. what’s going on in classes 
 
� PAWS Susan White 
  CAFÉ DAYS—biggest fundraiser!  Your child gets hot lunch, PAWS makes 
money for our school. We are only able to do this because of our volunteers. Other sources of 
income include membership drive, passive fundraising, school pictures, and the book fair.  
How is this income spent? Field trip support; cultural arts and fine arts support; teacher 
support and mini grants (each teacher gets $100 in support, up to $300 per teacher for a 
classroom need); hospitality (catered meetings and lunches for the teachers), pep rallies, 
eighth grade graduation, and year end party support.  
  ANYTHING IS PAWSIBLE!!!—keep your eyes open for challenges through 
flyers, Facebook, and our website. 
  PASSIVE FUNDRAISING  (Colleen Icenhower) Target, Thanks A Million, Box 
Tops, Harris Teeter, Giving Tree, Schoola, Terracycle, Lowes Foods, Planet Green, Tyson 
Foods. Harris Teeter is doing a raffle for $200 gift cards now.  

How can we do more?  
SHOP:Link your cards, HT, Target, Kroger, Lowes foods. Sign up for Amazon 

Smile, Purchase gift cards from Scrip—sixth graders (see passive fundraising flyers). 
  COLLECT: Box tops collection drive September 14-18 9we get ten cents per 
boxtop; sign up on their website get 5 bonus boxtops; Campbell’s Labels for education, 
Tyson Project A+ labels, Terracycle Thursdays. 
  DONATE: gently used clothing to Schoola (fall clothing drive), Giving tree 
(gently used household items, collection times are during common grounds); Become a 
volunteer! 
  VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT (Marla Myers)—See PAWS/PTO on website to 
see opportunities: 
  Box Top Collection Crew 
  Terracycle Thursday Team 
  The Giving Tree 
  Hospitality Helpers 
  Bookfair Team 
  Café Days 



 
 

 
� BOOSTERS (Indy Harris): How do we show our pride? 

Athletics program is basically open to 7-8 grade students. Sometimes, 6th graders are 
invited to join the team, if spots are available. The athletic program is important to our 
school.  Josh Burt is the Athletic Director, and is very involved in athletes’ lives. He has 
built this program from the ground up. Now, the athletics program needs our support to 
help build it up.  The three biggest ways to support athletics are Spirit Wear (there will be 
an ordering window in the fall), Spirit Nights/Spirit Events, and Boosterthon. 
Boosterthon will come to ECS in April again this year. Last year, about half of our 
Athletics funding came from Boosterthon. 
Next week, boys and girls cross country meets, boys soccer games and girls tennis 
matches begin. (See the website for dates, times and locations of events.) 

 Basketball registration will start in September. 
Endeavor is considering adding a golf team in the spring—If interested let Mr. Burt 
know! 

 Next Boosters Spirit event is Tuesday Sept 22 at Flying Fro Yo. 
 
� RAFFLE:  
Free PAWS Membership 
Tickets to a Cultural Arts Production 
Café Days Credit 
Giving Tree Gift Card 
 
The Next Common Grounds Meeting will be Wednesday, October 28th at 2:00pm in the 
Multipurpose Room. 
 

  


