
Welcome Back Poetry Assignment 

For your first assignment this year, you will be writing five different types of poems that each 

deal with a different back-to-school theme.  The five different types of poems you will be writing 

are listed on the second page of this handout which includes explanations and general 

examples to help you.   

Remember, when writing your poetry, the words you use are extremely important.  After all, you 

are trying to express a great deal of thought, emotion, detail, etc. with a limited number of 

words, so make sure to use vivid nouns, verbs, adjectives, etc. 

Your five poems should meet the following criteria: 

 One poem should focus on what the first day of school is like for students in general.  

Think about how students feel as they prepare for the first day and what kinds of 

thoughts go through their minds.   

 One poem should focus on your impressions of the changes this year.  These changes 

can be as simple as what it’s like to be in a new grade or as complicated as dealing 

with new teachers, new schedule, etc.  

 One poem should focus on your goals at Endeavor for this year.  Think about both your 

short-term goals and your long-term goals when writing. 

 One poem should be about you.  Use this poem to tell me more about yourself. 

 One poem should be about what you are looking forward to in high school.  Think about 

clubs, organizations, sports, activities, classes, etc. that you might want to get involved 

in.  Think about how you feel about going into high school.  Will you be nervous, 

excited, or anxious?  Use these to guide your poem. 

You can decide which type of poem best fits the topics/themes above, but you can only create 

one cinquain, one tanka, one haiku, one diamante, and one terquain. 

Please carefully follow these instructions (points will be deducted for not following directions): 

 Write at least five different poems. 

 Use each type of poem only once. 

 Each poem must be typed using a reasonable font and font size.  “Reasonable font” is 

defined as a font that is legible. 

 Each poem must have its own title that is not simply the type of poem.  In other words, 

no poems should be title things like “Haiku,” “My Cinquain,” etc. 

 Your poems must be illustrated/decorated. 

 Your poems are due _____________________ at the beginning of class.  Late poems 

will lose one letter grade per day they are late.  Remember, only hard copies will be 

accepted.   

No e-mailed submissions will be accepted (unless approved ahead of time) and no 

flash drive submissions will be accepted. 

 You will turn in this assignment sheet and the rubric when you turn in your poems. 



Welcome Back Poetry Poem Types   
Cinquain 
A cinquain is a five-line unrhymed poem which follows the format below. 
Line 1: One noun that introduces the poems subject 
Line 2: Two adjectives that describe the subject 
Line 3: Three verbs related to the subject 
Line 4: Four-word phrase describing the subject or telling feelings of the writer 
Line 5: One noun (different from line one) that sums up the previous four lines 
Example: Flowers 
  Colorful, fragrant 
  Budding, growing, blooming 
  Making our world beautiful 
  Blossoms 
Tanka 
A tanka is an unrhymed poem of five lines.  The lines each have a specific syllable count.  The first and 
third lines each have five syllables.  The second, fourth, and fifth lines each have seven syllables. 
Example: The beach in summer: 
  Hot sun, warm breeze, ocean waves, 
  Colored umbrellas, 
  Children playing in the sand. 
  Vacation time is the best! 
Haiku 
A haiku is a three-line, unrhymed poem which follows a specific pattern of syllables.  The first and third 
lines each contain five syllables.  The second line contains seven syllables. 
Example: The school year is new 
  Many opportunities 
  We will all succeed 
Diamante 
Diamante poems have seven lines and compare two opposing ideas.  The top half of the poem describes 
one idea following a specific pattern.  In the middle of the poem, the words begin to describe the other 
idea. 

 *Choose two words (first and last word of poem) that are opposite 
Line 1: first word 
Line 2: two adjectives which describe the first word 
Line 3: three verbs ending with –ing that describe the first word 
Line 4: two synonyms for the first word/two antonyms for the first word 
Line 5: three verbs ending with –ing that describe the last word 
Line 6: two adjectives which describe the last word 
Line 7: last word 
Example: Wet 
  Damp, moist 
  Dripping, misting, raining 
  Pond, puddle/ plain, desert 
  Baking, withering, cracking 
  Hard, brittle 
  Dry 
Terquain  
A terquain is an unrhymed, three-line poem.  Each line states something about the subject.  
There are no rhymes or syllable patterns.  Line one is the one-word subject of the poem.  Line 
two contains two or three words that describe the subject.  Line three contains one final word 
which states a feeling about the subject or a synonym for the subject. 
Example: Pool 
  Swimming, splashing, diving 
  Refresh! 



Rubric for Welcome Back Poetry Assignment 

Standard Possible 

Points 

Your Points and My Comments if 

Necessary 

Each  poem has an 

appropriate title for 

theme/topic of poem and 

is NOT just titled “haiku,” 

“cinquain,” etc. 

 

5 

 

 

Poems are typed, double-

spaced with appropriate 

font and are 

illustrated/decorated. 

 

5 

 

 

Has at least 1 of each 

type of poem. 

 

10 

 

 

Covers all required 

topics: first day of 

school, impressions of 

changes, goals, you, and 

high school 

 

20 

 

Follows appropriate 

standard grammar and 

usage rules with limited 

errors (there must be 

evidence of conscious 

and deliberate effort to 

proofread for errors) 

 

10 

 

 

 

Your score:     

 


